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As always, change has been afoot in digital publishing, and
2025 is gearing up to be another year of opportunities for
savvy publishers. From the rapid growth of artificial
intelligence (Al) and Web 3 tech to the demand for both
exclusive and pay-per-view content, these are just some of
the trends that are likely to keep publishers on their toes over

the coming year and beyond.

So which monetization strategy should you use? There's no
‘one size fits all' solution. Instead, start off by having a clear
picture of who your target audience is, then clarify your
business's objectives and the broader market conditions.
Once you've clarified these key areas, you'll then know which
strategy — or mix of strategies - is right for your business.

And if you need a hand along the way, we're always here to
help. Visit our website for more information about the best

way to monetize your content, or just contact us.
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https://www.multidots.com/contact-us/

. Strategy #1:

e Al-Driven Contextual Commerce

Embeds product recommendations, affiliate links, native commerce, and other digital ad

space into content based on readers' behavior and the content's broader context.

j
gumgum®

GumGum

Al-driven contextual advertising using computer vision/NLP.
Cookie-free campaigns across web/TV platforms with content
safety analysis

stackcommerce

StackCommerce

B2B2C commerce platform enabling product discovery on
publisher sites. Connects brands to 750+ publishers via native ads

@ SKIMLINKS

& Tah99a company

Skimlinks

Affiliate marketing platform converting product links to revenue
streams. Partners with 60k publishers globally, including Conde
Nast and HuffPost

sourn ~

Sovrn Al shopping
galleries

Al-powered commerce engine using RAG tech for dynamic
product recommendations. Automates affiliate link optimization via
one-line code integration

Tab%Cla

Taboola Commerce

Discovery platform driving user engagement through "Content
You May Like" recommendations. Combines content marketing
with targeted ads

SUBS

Strategy #2:

™ Web3 Subscription Models
(NFT-Based Memberships and Token-Gated Content)

Provide exclusive, secure, and resellable digital access for subscribers.

Ynlock

Unlock Protocol

Open-source blockchain memberships via NFTs. DAO-governed,
creator-focused monetization.

Decentralized publishing platform for Web3 writers. Crypto-

QccCess
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9 Mirror Mirarxys funded projects & community tools.
2 No-code NFT minting with custom smart contracts. Chain-
2 MANIFOLD Manifold.xyz . 5 . .
agnostic creator tools & marketplace integration.
Onchain social network transforming content into tradable coins.
© ZORA Zora g

Community-driven value & fees.

Access Protocol

Tokenized paywalls via ACS tokens. Solana/Starknet-based
revenue streams for creators.




= Strategy #3:
“ Micro-Monetization via Pay-Per-Interaction and Tipping

Generate revenue by offering readers the option to pay small amounts for specific content
sections, insights, or tipping.

A platform for creators to monetize niche content via pay-per-

7 Nichel . . . . . .
w y interaction, offering tailored insights and micro-payments.
P Coil Web monetization service streaming micropayments to creators
Co |I based on user attention. Uses Interledger for seamless
transactions
" . 4 Al-powered visual content library for creatives, enabling efficient
|\ Kive Kive o . .
organization and monetization of visual assets
ﬁ Platform for creators to receive one-time or recurring payments,
Buy Me a Coffee . .
Buy me a cofger offer exclusive content, and engage with supporters
@Ko.‘. Ko-fi Crowdfunding tool allowing creators to accept small tips or
0 donations and sell digital products directly to fans.
||| 1_. Tio.cc Crypto tipping bot for Discord and Telegram, enabling
\ J |P-CC P microtransactions with various cryptocurrencies.
K it Kit Tool for curating product collections, earning affiliate revenue

through recommendations shared with followers.
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Strategy #4:

Al-Powered Ad Inventory Optimization for Yield
Maximization

Embeds product recommendations, affiliate links, native commerce, and other digital ad
space into content based on readers' behavior and the content's broader context.

Al-powered platform that optimizes ad placements and site

( eZOIC Ezoic performance, using machine learning to boost revenue and
i improve user experience.
Advanced ad management, offering header bidding setup,
&2 Rgm?lzgflo-s!cru PubGuru detailed analytics, and tools to maximize programmatic advertising
o ' revenue.
Gy Full-service ad optimization, providing expert management,
-:" MonetizeMore cutting-edge technology, and tailored solutions to increase
MonetizeMore publisher earnings.
. Raptive is a creator media company that helps influencers and
qutlve Raptive publishers build profitable brands through ad management and

business solutions.

%
@
Google Ad Manager

Google Ad Manager

A comprehensive platform for managing diverse ad sales,
including direct deals and programmatic auctions, with advanced
control.

—  Strategy #5:
Live Commerce and Shoppable Video Embeds

Provide exclusive, secure, and resellable digital access for subscribers.

Short-form video platform with shoppable features, enabling

i Firework
G0 Firework brands to create interactive live and on-demand content.
MU LIVESCALS Livescale !_ive sho‘ppin‘g plalltform providing toolslfor brands to host
: interactive, live video commerce experiences.
Live video shopping technology, offering mobile-first solutions for
am Bambuser ; ; PRing Y, J
user interactive brand-consumer engagement.
Shoploop Google's short-form video shopping app (now discontinued),

focused on product discovery and reviews.
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@\ Strategy #6:
Sponsored Ul Elements and Ad-Integrated Search Bars

Monetize navigation menus, search fields, and other interface components with branded
placements and affiliate partnerships.

Internal Site Search and Al chatbot engagement and monetization

dl Direqt :
tool to keep readers interested for longer.
“ Personalization platform for e-commerce, using Al to optimize
Monetate

monetate customer experiences and drive conversions.
P hesiadiings s hébii Site search and merchandising platform, enhancing product
g SCArCEpIng Sarcnapring discovery and driving sales through optimized search.
@ qlgollq Algolia Powerful search and discovery AP, providing fast and relevant

search experiences for websites and mobile apps.

' Strategy #7:
*  Al-Generated Synthetic Voices for Audio Monetization

Offer audio versions of content, monetized through ads or premium subscriptions.

Content commerce platform, transforming articles into shoppable

‘ ' Narrativ . . . .
\U experiences with dynamic product links.
Converts written content into audio, enabling publishers to offer
il : ; gp
I AD AURIS Ad A listeners an engaging audio experience.
e : ; Al voice platform for creating realistic voiceovers, using text-to-
Y . -
<2 WellSaid Walisaid.Lsbs speech technology for various applications.
Text-to-speech platform, generating natural-sounding audio for
Play.ht . .
podcasts, videos, and articles.
Al voice cloning and generation, creating custom voice
Resemble Al - .g i g it o d
experiences with high fidelity.
Audio publishing platform, converting text to audio and
&3 Beyondwords BeyondWords P 9p 9

distributing it across various channels.
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Strategy #8:
Personalized Newsletters with Dynamic Paywall Tiers

Segment audiences and adjust pricing based on reader engagement in order to maximize

subscription revenue

Newsletter platform tailored for growth, offering advanced

beehiiv Beehiiv . N
-w analytics and monetization tools for creators.
= Platform enabling independent writers to publish and monetize
=SU bStaCk SUbBtREK newsletters through paid subscriptions.

® . Tool for curating product collections, earning affiliate revenue

Kit
l through recommendations shared with followers.
Lhialptast People-based marketing platform, using email data to target

audiences across the web.

n Strategy #9:
First-Party Data Monetization via Privacy-Safe Clean
Rooms

Securely share aggregated audience insights with advertisers without compromising user

privacy.
Google Ads Data Secure cloud environment for analyzing Google Ads data
Hub alongside first-party data.
% INFOSUM InfoSum Data CPIIaporation pr:\tform enabling secure data sharing and
analysis without moving data.
Cloud data warehouse, offering scalable storage and analysis for
e s K Snowflake ; g o ¥
nr diverse data workloads.
. . Privacy-first audience platform, enabling targeted advertising
’ Permutive Permutive without third-party cookies.
Custom ad tech and data platform development, building tailored
Xenoss

solutions for businesses.
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Strategy #10:
API Monetization and Embedded Data Licensing

Generate revenue by selling access to proprietary data, such as financial reports or
industry insights, through APls.

Q Rapid

RapidAPI

API marketplace and hub, enabling developers to discover,
connect, and manage APls.

dWws

AWS API Gateway

Managed service for creating, publishing, and securing APIs at any
scale on AWS.

a

GraphQL

GraphQL

Query language for APls, allowing clients to request specific data
and reduce over-fetching.

Postman

APl development and testing tool, simplifying APl workflows and
collaboration.

-=  Strategy #11:
““© Al-Powered Paywalls with Adaptive Pricing

Maximize revenue by dynamically adjusting subscription costs based on user behavior,
location, and engagement levels.

piano

Piano

Piano is an end-to-end content monetization platform offering
tools for subscriptions, paywalls, analytics, and audience
segmentation.

pe |

Poool

Poool provides a customizable paywall and audience conversion
platform. It helps publishers manage user journeys and maximize
subscription conversions through dynamic paywall solutions.

o Zephr

Zephr

Zephr specializes in subscription experience management,
allowing publishers to create tailored user journeys. It focuses on
increasing conversions and retention with personalized content
offers.

W LATERPAY

LaterPay

LaterPay enables users to access digital content with a "pay later"
model, encouraging frictionless purchases. It supports
microtransactions and subscriptions for publishers.

Sophi.io

Sophi

Sophi is an Al-powered platform by The Globe and Mail that
automates digital content placement and paywall decisions. It
optimizes revenue while maintaining reader engagement.
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Strategy #12:
Programmatic Native Ads with Al Personalization

Automatically deliver tailored, seamless ad experiences to users based on their behavior
and preferences.

@Utbrain Outbrain Native advertising platform, distributing content
recommendations across premium publisher sites.

Content discovery platform, providing personalized article and

Tabgla Tabioola video recommendations on the open web.
. . Native advertising technology, enabling brands to deliver
@ Nativo Nativo integrated, non-disruptive ad experiences.

Native advertising network, focusing on high-engagement content

REVCONTENT Revcontent . A
recommendations and monetization.

‘ Strategy #13:
Al-Powered Chatbots for Lead Generation and Upsells

Engage visitors in real-time, capture leads, and suggest personalized offers, boosting
conversions and revenue.

Salesloft Drift Conversational marketing platform, using chatbots and live chat to
engage leads and drive sales.

Customer messaging platform, providing tools for live chat, email,

i
‘I-l-l’ IRREEN Itecom and help desk support.
Cg-% M ch Chatbot platform for Facebook Messenger and SMS, enabling
ZAS anyGhat automated conversations for marketing.
ManyChat
No-code chatbot platform, allowing businesses to create
Chqtfue' Chatfuel automated conversations on various platforms.
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9 Strategy #14:
Interactive Quizzes and Paid Assessments

Collect valuable data, and generate revenue by offering personalized results or insights in
exchange for payment or lead generation.

s ) . Interactive quiz platform for creating engaging content and
Qu IZZIY'C" Quizaly generating leads.
Interactive content platform, building quizzes, calculators, and
(=) ouTGROW Outgrow . G
assessments for lead generation.

Online form and survey builder, known for its user-friendly

l. Typeform Typetorm interface and engaging design.
. Interactive learning platform, creating fun quizzes and lessons for
Quizizz Quizizz education and training.
BLeadCuizzes LesdBulieas Quiz building software for generating leads and segmenting

audiences with interactive content.

—5  Strategy #15:

i Embedded Affiliate-Driven Calculators and Tools

Provide interactive, value-driven content while generating revenue through affiliate links
and product recommendations based on user inputs.

Online calculator builder, allowing creation of custom calculators

CalcBuilder ‘ i
for websites and marketing.

Embeddable calculators for lead generation, providing interactive

9
" Convert_ ConvertCalculator tools for conversions.

Digital mortgage platform, offering online tools and workflows for

smortgagehippo MortgageHippo lenders and borrowers.

‘ FunnelFlux FunnelFlux Visual funnel tracking and optimization platform, analyzing user
PRO journeys and maximizing conversions.
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The Team Behind This Guide

+ This guide was prepared by Anil Gupta — Co-founder of Multidots.

- Multidots is an enterprise WordPress agency specializing in designing,
developing, and optimizing high-traffic websites (with millions of monthly
visitors).

- Leading media companies, publishers, and enterprises trust Multidots to

handle their WordPress needs. Explore our clients and case studies to see

our proven track record in delivering high performance in complex and
busy WordPress websites.

« Schedule a call with our team for free consulting (and answer any

questions) on WordPress security.

MULTIDE TS MULTIDETS MULTIDE TS

45+ Actionable Tips to Optimize How Big Enterprise Brands like WordPress and Security:

WordPress Performance for TechCrunch,Spotify, Airbnb, and BBC Securing WordPress for the Enterprise
High-Traffic Websites Leverage Al on their WordPress Sites?

Download a Free itk 30 Practical Al Ideas You

Myths vs. Reality and

Technical Checklist for Dan
Securing WordPress =

itten by n by
Actionable Guide Anil Gupta can try in Your WordPress Anil Gupta

(With Impact Score) Website Today!

=3
MULTIDE€ /TS

www.multidots.com | newsletter.multidots.com | hello@multidots.com
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